
Due to its huge importance as a structural and cultural monument, the world-wide 

incunable of serial building and its outstanding urban position as cornerstone of 

the area Kupfergraben, the Bauakademie should be re-built.

The model façade with both façade parts poses a largely true to the original copy  

of the north-east corner of the original Bauakademie. Roughly 130 individual 

objects and ca. 550 original façade elements from numerous libraries, archives, 

offices and museums were recorded, copied, measured, evaluated and docu-

mented. As opposed to the building's interior, which has experienced many, partly 

Project model façade:

2. Bauakademie - history of the building

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the former GDR was demolished 

in  

With the demolition, space has once again been created for the 

Bauakademie. Rebuilding the Bauakademie building with its 

historic façade in original proportions is an indispensable element 

of urban reconstruction in the heart of Berlin.

1995/96.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, GDR

On 3rd February , the Bauakademie was damaged by bombs with the interior

burning out. First, the building was re-built and ca. 90% of the building shell were

completed. At the time of the “competition for the socialistic re-design of the centre of

the capital of the GDR, Berlin” in the building was already up for disposal

and in February already, it was not to be considered. In the

Bauakademie was demolished in order to facilitate the building of the GDR Ministry

of Foreign Affairs.
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Bauakademie, photograph from 1935

Franz Krüger, image of Karl Friedrich Schinkel, 1836, chalk drawing

1879

1879

 both Bauakademie and Business Academy moved out of 

the building and were united in their new home at the Technical 

Academy Charlottenburg (today Technical University Berlin). The 

building was then used for various purposes by museums for 

instance and the adjacent Friedrich-Wilhelms-University. 

Richard Lucae effected modifications on the building in : 

closure of the inner courtyard hitherto open at the top and addi-

tion of stairway. In the time to follow, many interior modifications 

were effected – always depending on the requirements of the 

institutions using the building at the time.

The building of unrendered “raw” bricks, thus following gothic 

brick style (i.e. the convent Chorin, the castle Marienburg), is a 

paradigm of Prussia advancing its trade. Motivated by English 

factory buildings of the early 19th century, the building of the 

Bauakademie is – in terms of its technological aesthetics – 

considered the first architecturally important industrial building in 

Germany. It was precursor to the type of factory storey building 

(i.e. Berlin's Hackesche Höfe) in the 19th century. From 1836 the 

Bauakademie was home to two Royal Prussian institutions: the 

General Educational Institution for Structural Engineering and the 

Principal Construction Deputation with Schinkel being the 

authority's director. The ground floor housed shops. 

After Schinkel's death in 1841, the first known Schinkel museum 

was accommodated here from 1844 to 1873.

Karl Friedrich Schinkel, overall view seen from the Palace Bridge, 1831
Washed quill and brush painting, section

During  and , the Bauakademie building was erected 

according to plans of Karl Friedrich Schinkel on the site of the old 

“Packhof” on the western creek of the river Spree. The building 

was Prussia's famous rough brick building and its particular 

construction and building technique (serial building) was trend- 

setting for modern architecture. Due to its construction of sup-

porting piers and non-supporting wall elements the building of 

the Bauakademie may be considered precursor to modern 

skeleton building.

The Bauakademie together with the adjacent buildings of the         
Friedrichwerder Church, the City Palace, Cathedral, Old       
Museum, Armoury and Palace Bridge formed an organ-like        
ensemble – an area called Kupfergraben.     
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3. Bauakademie  
- Re-erecting and utilising the building

Stone catalogue Abri + Raabe
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The construction of the model façade required:

22.000 normal bricks in different formats

2.200 form stones in 105 different profiles

34 terracotta with 146 individual pieces

The Development Association Bauakademie advertises for rebuilding by 

means of a  . Symbolically, different 

form stones (rosette, normal, cornice, relief stone) as well as ornamental 

plates can be purchased for €  25 to €  15.000, companies being 

expected to adequately increase the amount of the donation.

second stone and terracotta adoption

Left-hand portal of the Bauakademie, cur rently entry to the closed “Schinkelklause”. The portal was added in 
th1969 (in honour of the 20  jubilee of the founding of the GDR). The image plates are originals, the second 

top right plate (Daringness) was taken from the right-hand portal and integrated by Karl-Günter  Möpert. 

If the Bauakademie is re-erected, this portal – highly endangered at its current location – would be               
dismantled and re-erected at the historical site. Photo: March 2000         

The Bauakademie building should be re-erected.

serious modifications in the course of time, the façade has 

remained virtually unchanged up to the building's demo-

lition in . 

By means of available sources authentic reconstruction was 

possible. The controversial discussion between the project's 

supporters and opponents can indeed be concretised on 

the object on a 1:1 scale. The model façade  a project 

developed by Horst Draheim  campaigns for the rebuilding 

of Karl Friedrich Schinkel's Bauakademie. 

The model façade reconstructed according to the historic 

model is to inform the public, institutions involved in the 

rebuilding of the Bauakademie as well as other interested 

parties about the prominent building and also to invite 

them to support rebuilding.

The model façade – originally part of the exhibition 

project “Legend Bauakademie“ of the Development 

Association Bauakademie – was erected by apprentices of 

the Educational Association for Structural Engineering – 

founded in  – in the context of a small job alliance 

project.

Famous sculptors  

were involved in producing replicas of the form stones 

and terracotta.

The model façade stands on original foundations. The 

cladding started in  and the mounting of the 

terracotta concluded work in . The finished 

façade was festively presented to the county Berlin.

You can find further remarks in the exhibition catalogue 

Legend Bauakademie (with illustrations) available in the 

book trade (also via the Internet) or for a special price in 

the offices of the Development Association Bauakademie, 

Markgrafenstr. 47, 10117 Berlin.

1961/62

1998

– Eva Anderson, Marguerite Blume-

Cárdenas, Sigrid Herdam and Karl-Günter Möpert  – 

April 2000

autumn 2001

Reconstruction:
The building site is owned by the county Berlin and is

expected to be made available for re-erecting the acade-

my. According to plans of the Development Association,

the outer appearance of the building is to be reconstruc-

           

        

        

         

ted true to original while the interior reconstruction will 

orient itself on future requirements but largely adhering to 

and preserving structures and grids. High variability, 

however, must be ensured.

With a floor plan of 46x46 m, the building of the Bau-

akademie disposes of an overall floor space of ca. 

11.000 m². The storeys are between 4,00 m and 6,00 m 

in height and must be restored originally. 
st rdThere are five floors: footing storey, ground floor, 1  to 3  

floor. The footing storey may be used normally as it used 

to have windows (1,50 to 1,80 above level).

The inner supporting structure should accommodate the 

façade grid division as devised by Schinkel whereas the 

supporting grid and construction should correspond with 

current building methods (mainly reinforced concrete 

skeletons). This is ultimately a continuation of Schinkel's 

idea of serial building realised in the Bauakademie. Due 

to functional reasons the building requires timely 

adjustments in regard to the reconstruction of the historic 

supporting structure. 

Model façade and the show façade of the Bauakademie, Berlin-Mitte, Schinkelplatz
The model façade (left on the picture) is based on idea, project development and plan of design (1992-1999) 
by Eng. Horst Draheim. The educational body for structural engineering completed the project in 2001. 
In 2004, the model façade was added to the show façade of the association International Bauakademie.


