2. Bauakademie - history of the building

During 1832 and 1836, the Bauakademie building was erected
according to plans of Karl Friedrich Schinkel on the site of the old
“Packhof” on the western creek of the river Spree. The building
was Prussia's famous rough brick building and its particular
construction and building technique (serial building) was trend-
setting for modern architecture. Due to its construction of sup-
porting piers and non-supporting wall elements the building of
the Bauakademie may be considered precursor to modern

skeleton building.

The Bauakademie together with the adjacent buildings of the
Friedrichwerder Church, the City Palace, Cathedral, Old
Museum, Armoury and Palace Bridge formed an organ-like

ensemble — an area called Kupfergraben.

The building of unrendered “raw” bricks, thus following gothic
brick style (i.e. the convent Chorin, the castle Marienburg), is a
paradigm of Prussia advancing its frade. Motivated by English
factory buildings of the early 19th century, the building of the
Bauakademie is — in terms of its technological aesthetics —
considered the first architecturally important industrial building in
Germany. It was precursor to the type of factory storey building
(i.e. Berlin's Hackesche Héfe) in the 19th century. From 1836 the
Bauakademie was home to two Royal Prussian institutions: the
General Educational Institution for Structural Engineering and the
Principal Construction Deputation with Schinkel being the
authority's director. The ground floor housed shops.

After Schinkel's death in 1841, the first known Schinkel museum

was accommodated here from 1844 to 1873.

1879 both Bauakademie and Business Academy moved out of
the building and were united in their new home at the Technical
Academy Charlottenburg (today Technical University Berlin). The
building was then used for various purposes by museums for

instance and the adjacent Friedrich-Wilhelms-University.

Richard Lucae effected modifications on the building in 1879:
closure of the inner courtyard hitherto open at the top and addi-
tion of stairway. In the time to follow, many interior modifications
were effected — always depending on the requirements of the

institutions using the building at the time.

Bauakademie, photograph from 1935

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the former GDR was demolished
in 1995/96.

With the demolition, space has once again been created for the
Bauakademie. Rebuilding the Bauakademie building with its
historic facade in original proportions is an indispensable element

of urban reconstruction in the heart of Berlin.
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Franz Kriiger, image of Karl Friedyich Schinkel, 1836, chalk drawing

On 3rd February
burning out. First, the building was re-built and ca. 90% of the building shell were

, the Bauakademie was damaged by bombs with the interior

completed. At the time of the “competition for the socialistic re-design of the centre of
the capital of the GDR, Berlin” in the building was already up for disposal
and in February already, it was not to be considered. In the

Bauakademie was demolished in order to facilitate the building of the GDR Ministry

of Foreign Affairs.
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